Iranian Counterinsurgency Operations in the Sultanate of Oman, 1973-1979
Jerzy F. Kotarba, Institute of Oriental Studies, Department of Philology, Jagiellonian University (UJ)
jfikotarba@gmail.com  
The essentially passive Iranian diplomacy of the post-war period was replaced by more involved and imaginative foreign policy in the aftermath of the British withdrawal from Aden in 1967 and the January 1968 announcement of the Britain’s military withdrawal from the Gulf prior to December 1971. The most well documented and analysed Iranian initiative to police the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean basin was the occupation of three Arab islands: Abū Mūsā, and Greater and Lesser Tumbs in November 1971. However, it was the involvement of the Shah’s Iran in the conflict in Ẓufār, the southern province of the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman (renamed in August 1970 Sultanate of Oman, arab. Salṭanat ‘Umān), which became the most crucial and visible demonstration of the Iran’s new stance as the guardian of the Persian Gulf region. The deployment of the Iranian task force in support of Sultan’s Qābūs bin Sa‘īd al-Būsa‘īdī anti-insurgency efforts in December 1973 posed a first challenge to Soviet interests and began a new era in the history of Iranian-Omani relations and the Iranian Armed Forces. This paper is an account of the Iranian counterinsurgency (COIN) operations in Ẓufār in the period between 1973 and 1979. The study has been based on all the available publications in Persian, Arabic and English. The paper closes with a review of benefits and disadvantages of the Iranian intervention in Oman.
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