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Curriculum Vitae

Mohamad Ballan
mballan@uchicago.edu  

773-951-8723
Education

PhD, 2017 (expected)                            Department of History, University of Chicago

M.A., 2010                                                  Social Sciences, University of Chicago

B.A., 2008                                                   History Honors, University of British Columbia 

Publications and Theses

--“Fraxinetum: An Islamic Frontier State in Tenth-Century Provence,” Comitatus 41 (2010): 23–76  

 --“Between Castilian Reconquista and Ottoman Jihād: An Analysis of the 1501 Hispano-Muslim Qaṣīda to Sultan Bayezid II” (M.A. Thesis, University of Chicago Spring 2010, advised by David Nirenberg)

--“Fraxinetum and the Mediterranean World of the Tenth Century” (B.A. Thesis, University of British Columbia Spring 2008, advised by Courtney Booker)

Selected Academic Conferences and Presentations
--“Imperator Totius Hispaniae: The Logic of Imperial Sovereignty in the Chronica Adefonsi Imperatoris (ca. 1148),” presented at the 49th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 8th 2014

--“They Shall Come to You from the West with God’s Religion”: Ibāḍī Doctrine and Berber Identity in Ibn Sallām’s ‘Book of the Origins of Islam and the Foundations of the Faith’ (ca. 885),” presented at Spain-North Africa Project Conference: Power Relations and Religious Communities in the Western Mediterranean, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, May 2nd 2014

--“‘Nec amici nec hostes’: Mavia’s Revolt (ca. 378), Saracen foederati, and the Roman-Byzantine East in the Fourth Century A.D.” presented at the Late Antiquity and Byzantium Workshop, University of Chicago, March 11th 2014
--“The Politics of Islamic Ecumenism in the Afsharid Empire: A Re-examination of ‘Abd Allāh ibn al-Ḥusayn al-Suwaydī’s (d. 1761) Account of the Council of Najaf (1743),” presented at the Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago, February 3rd 2014
--“Ibāḍism in Early Islamic North Africa: A Preliminary Examination of Ibn Sallām’s ‘Book of the Origins of Islam and the Foundations of the Faith’ (ca. 885)”, presented at the Islamic Studies Workshop, University of Chicago, January 23rd 2014  
-- “Righteous Rebellion and Unjust Governance during the Reign of ‘Uthmān ibn ‘Affān (d. 656): A Reassessment of the Risālah of ‘Abd Allāh ibn Ibāḍ,” presented at the 28th Annual Middle East History and Theory Conference, University of Chicago, May 3rd 2013

--“Re-Imagining “al-Ghālib bi-llāh”: Lisān al-Dīn ibn al-Khaṭīb and the Construction of Naṣrid Dynastic Legitimacy in Fourteenth-Century Granada,” presented at the 27th Annual Middle East History and Theory Conference, University of Chicago, May 5th 2012

--“Between Convivencia and Hijrah : The 1501 Hispano-Muslim Qasida to Sultan Bayezid II and the Renegotiation of Orthodoxy in al-Andalus,” presented at the Newberry Library Center for Renaissance Studies Multidisciplinary Graduate Student Conference, January 27th 2012
-- “A Reconsideration of the 1501 Hispano-Muslim Qasida to Sultan Bayezid II,” presented at the 8th Annual Duke-UNC Chapel Hill Islamic Studies Conference, February 19th 2011
--“Andalusī Crete: An Islamic Frontier State in the Ninth and Tenth Century Mediterranean,” presented at 25th Annual Middle East History and Theory Conference, University of Chicago, May 14th 2010

Works in progress

--“The Politics of Islamic Ecumenism in the Afsharid Empire: A Reconsideration of Abd Allah ibn al-Husayn al-Suwaydi’s Account of the Council of Najaf (1743)” (journal article)

--“Andalusi Crete: An Islamic Frontier State in the Ninth and Tenth Century Mediterranean” (journal article)
--"From Morisco to Mujāhid: A comparative analysis of the 1501 and 1541 Hispano-Muslim appeals to the Ottoman Empire" (journal article)
Languages

-- Arabic (fluent) 

-- Spanish (fluent)

--French (reading knowledge)

-- Latin (intermediate knowledge)
Academic Interests

--Medieval and early modern Spain, especially Castile and Nasrid Granada

--Islamic mysticism

--Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy in the medieval Islamic world

--Islamic political thought
--Shi’ism
--Early Modern Europe
