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EDUCATION

Ph.D.,
Literature and Near Eastern Studies 
New York University, New York, New York, 2000





Dissertation: Filmnameh (Film Script) as a New Form of Literature in Iran


Master of Arts, Literature 









New York University, New York, New York, 1996









Master of Arts, Psychology 









New York University, New York, New York, 1986


Bachelor of Arts, Geology 

New York University, New York, New York, 1980
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE
President and Founder, Tisch School of the Arts Asia, New York University 2007-2011

· Conceptualized and developed a satellite campus of Tisch School of the Arts in Singapore.  Tisch Asia became the first degree-granting campus of New York University outside of the United States offering MFA degree. Tisch Asia was inaugurated in September 2007, accepting 33 graduate film students.

· Chaired a Tisch School faculty committee devoted to reviewing classes and structural support. 

· Chaired Tisch School staff committee whose expertise included finance, legal, specialty space, technology and equipment. A proposal including all academic offerings, financial projections, short-term and long-term plans were submitted to NYU Provost’s Office in 2005. This project received NYU Board of Trustees’ approval in December 2006.

· Oversaw comprehensive operations including, but not limited to campus renovation, recruitment and hiring of faculty and staff, student recruitment and admissions. 
· Designed, implemented and added two new programs: Animation and Digital Arts (ANDA), and International Producing Program (IMP) in 2009.
· Developed and added Dramatic Writing Program in 2009.
Vice Dean, Tisch School of the Arts, New York University, 1995-2011

· Oversaw all operations of Tisch including capital projects, budget, facilities, resource planning, and human resources.  
· Initiated, designed and administered the international and interdisciplinary programs and curricula. 

· Established the Office of Special Programs to manage all interdisciplinary, minor, international, summer, high school, and non-credit professional courses for the school including:

· Collaborative Arts Program

Initiated a new concept and wrote the curriculum for Collaborative Arts Program. The focus of this program was to prepare students as globally conscious collaborators, multimedia storytellers and producers, and media entrepreneurs who are not limited by one discipline or medium. This new curriculum recognizes the need for a more robust interdisciplinary training in a conservatory environment and aims to train the next generation of artists engaging in and responding to the convergence of media, performance, technology and global discourse.  This program received approval from Middle State to grant BFA degrees in 2011.
· Open Arts Curriculum at the Tisch School of the Arts, 2001
Approximately 1200-2000 students from all colleges at NYU took courses in Open Arts every year. The classes included filmmaking, script writing, play writing, dance, producing and acting. In addition to introductory courses for non-majors, we offered intermediate and advance classes in Chinese, Indian, Afro-Cuban, and Afro-Brazilian dance, acting, community theater production, and more. Open Arts serves as a laboratory for faculty to try new courses.
· Tisch International Programs

· London, England: Acting Shakespeare with the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA), Television Production with the British Broadcast Company (BBC), Dramatic Writing with the Writers Guild of Great Britain (WGGB), founded in 2000
· Havana, Cuba: Photography, Documentary Film Production, Dance, and Directed Arts Research Topics with the Ludwig Foundation of Cuba (LFC), the Cuban Institute on Cinematographic Arts and Industry (ICAIC), and the University of Havana, founded in 2001

· Dublin, Ireland: Acting, Music Video Production, Sight & Sound Television, Dramatic Writing, and How Arts Create the World, with Trinity College Dublin, Abby Theatre, Dublin Film Society and HotPress Magazine, founded in 2001
· Johannesburg, South Africa: Acting, Documentary Film Production, and Directed Arts Research Topics with Witswatersrand University, founded in 2002
· Prague, Czech Republic: 35mm Film Production (focus on directing, cinematography) with the Film and Television School of the Academy of Performing Arts (FAMU), founded in 2003
· Shanghai, China: Acting and Chinese Opera Performance with the Shanghai Theatre Arts Academy, Contemporary Acting and Design/Technology, founded in 2006
· Tisch School of the Arts International Summer Programs
· Paris, France: Acting, Experimental Theatre, French Cinema, 2003-Present

· Florence, Italy: Photography, Art and Culture, Commedia dell'arte, 2001-Present
· Sofia, Bulgaria: Acting, Music, Folk Dance, 2003-2006
· St. Petersburg, Russia: Film Production, Acting, Arts and Culture, 2004-2007
· Prague, Czech Republic: Puppetry and Shadow Theater, 35 mm Cinematography with FAMU and DAMU, 2002-Present
· Winter Intersession:

· Santiago, Chile: Acting course during Santiago Festival 2006-2008

· Lima, Peru: Acting and Circus with La Tarumba Circo, Teatro Musica. 2007
· Summer High School Programs: 
· Drama

· Summer Filmmakers Workshop

· Dramatic Writing

· Photography & Imaging

· Recorded Music
· Tisch School of the Arts International Summer High School Programs:
- Dublin

- Paris

- Singapore
Administrative Director, Department of Film & Television, Tisch School of the Arts, 

1992 – 1995

Oversaw budgeting and administration of the Department of Film & Television.  Managed and directed special events including the First Run Film Festival.  Founded the Next Reel International Film Festival, NYU’s biennial film festival showcasing the best work by emerging young filmmakers from around the world held in New York, Florence, and Singapore. 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Associate Arts Professor, Tisch School of the Arts, New York University, 2005 – 2012
Iranian Cinema, Fall 2002, Spring 2004

Traditions in Narrative Fall 2001-2007; Spring 2001-2005
Script Analysis, Spring 2007, 2003
Topics in Vietnamese Arts, Culture & History, Spring 2011
Topics in Chinese Arts, Culture & History, Spring 2008, 2006, 2004, 2003

Topics in South Africa Arts, Culture & History, Fall 2008-2001
Topics in Brazilian Arts, Culture & History, Spring 2007, 2008

Topics in Cuban Arts, Culture & History, Spring 2002, 2001

PUBLICATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
Participated in the conference hosted by Baruch College – Rubin Museum of Art Project, Museums and Higher Education in the 21st Century: Collaborative Methods & Models For Innovation, 2013
Shirazi, P. August 2010, Waiting for Godot to Leave: Deceived and Disillusioned, Iranians look Backward to pre-1979 Islamic Revolution. Presented at World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies (WOCME) Conference, Barcelona 
Judge, Democracy Photo Challenge, U.S. Department of State, Bureau of International Information Program, 2010

Founder and curator, Next Reel International Film Festival; a biennial festival of short films in:

New York, 1994-2000

Florence, 2001

New York, 2002-2008

Singapore, 2009-2010 

Judge, Short Films Festival sponsored by the Farhang Foundation at USC, 2009-2010

Panelist, Dubai Next, an exhibition on the role of art and cross-cultural dialogue curated by Rem Koolhaas and brought to New York by the Dubai Culture and Arts Authority at the Chelsea Art Museum, 2008
Sohrab’s War: Counter Discourses of Contemporary Persian Fiction, A Collection of Short Stories and a Film Script by Mohammad M. Khorrami and Pari Sara Shirazi, Mazda Publishers, 2008

NYU, Tisch School of the Arts Representative in Hong Kong Film Mart, 2009

Panelist, War in Iranian Cinema in Arte East, Cinema East, 2007
Film Producer, 4 CITIES: Johannesburg, Helsinki, Vienna, New York City, directed by Jyoti Mistry
Producer, South African Literary Events at NYU: South Africa Speaks September 2005, and (Be)longing: An Evening of Women Writers, 2006

Host, Screening and Panel Discussion of Israeli documentary film Arna’s Children at Cantor Center, 2004 

Theater Producer, At Her Feet, directed by Nadia Davids, 2004

Lecturer and panelist, “Women in the Middle East: Histories, Feminisms and Fictions” at NYU’s Faculty Resource Network, 2002

Curator and panelist, From Page to Film: The Birth of New Wave Iranian Cinema at Between Word and Image Modern Iranian Visual Culture, Grey Art Gallery, 2002

Guest lecturer, Fudan University, Shanghai, China, 2001

NYU representative at the 21st Havana Film Festival where Tisch was the first U.S. film school invited to screen works at the Festival Internacional del Nuevo Cine Latinoamericano, a major showcase for Latin American filmmakers, 1999

NYU representative at the International Congress of the Centre International de Liaison des Ecoles de Cinéma et de Télévision (CILECT), International Association of Accredited Film and Television Schools 
· Ebeltoft, Denmark, 1997
· Oaxaca, Mexico, 1996

· Tel Aviv, Israel, 1995
· Urbino, Italy, 1992

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Board of Directors, MediaCorp of Singapore

Board of Directors, American Friends of the Ludwig Foundation of Cuba 

Founder, The Institute for Artists and Global Change, 
Association of Iranian Studies in the U.S.
Tisch Asia Committee for Arts and Culture in Singapore
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