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Education

PhD.

University of California, Berkeley, Near Eastern Studies Department, 1997-98.

Major:  Near Eastern Studies:  Iranian and Persian Studies (with emphasis on 

Persian languages, literature and intellectual history).

Dissertation:

Cultural and Linguistic Transition from Sasanian Persia to Islamic Iran.

Committee members: Professors Hamid Algar (Chair), 

Mohammad Ja’far Mahdjoub, Housain Ziyai, Bruce Pray. Defended 1997.

M. A.

University of California, Berkeley, Near Eastern and Persian Studies, 1991.

M.F.A.

San Francisco Art Institute. Liberal Arts, 1986.

B.A.

University of California, Berkeley, Liberal Arts/political science, 1984.

Teaching Experience

2011-2014 
Saddleback College, California, teaching intermediate and advanced Persian (modern Persian literature: modern Persian short stories and poetry).

Summer 2014    
Arizona State University, Critical Languages Institute, Intensive intermediate Persian.
Summer 2013
Arizona State University, Critical Languages Institute, Intensive intermediate Persian. 

Summer 2012
Arizona State University, Critical Languages Institute, Intensive intermediate Persian. 

Summer 2011
Arizona State University, Critical Languages Institute, Intensive intermediate Persian. 
2006-2011
Saddle back College, California, elementary, intermediate and advanced Persian.

2002-2005
Lecturer III, Persian language and literature, Department of Near Eastern Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

1999-2002 Lecturer & Instructor, Persian Language and Literature, Santa Monica College, CA.

1997-98

Lecturer, Persian literature and culture, University of California, Berkeley.

1993-95 Teaching Associate for Professor M.J. Mahdjoub, Intermediate and Advanced Persian, 

University of California, Berkeley.

1989-93
Graduate Student Instructor I, II & III, first and second-year Persian, University of California, Berkeley.

1990-2000 Seminar instructor and facilitator, Persian historical texts, classical and modern poetry 

and Persian Language and a member of various Iranian societies.

Related Work Experience

1993-1995 Assistant Research Librarian, Doe Library, University of California, Berkeley.  Catalogued Persian, Arabic, and Turkish publications and other sources for a comparative study.  Used access databases to log findings.

Awards

1994-1995 Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS) to study Turkish 

and Arabic languages.

1995-1996
Honors Fellowship, Near East Studies Department, University of California, Berkeley.

1996-1997
Distinguished graduate instructor of department. 
Art Exhibition
A solo exhibition of paintings at Seyhoun Gallery, February 8-22, 2014. 
Publications

Major Work

A comprehensive lexicon of Persian-Dari Language Infinitives: categorized and based on infinitival endings and their roots from Old Iranian & Middle Persian languages. (bilingual)
Published Fall 2011, Los Angeles, ISBN 978-0-615-54013-9) 

This work serves as a primary reference, source and research for Persian language students at all proficiency levels as well as Persian language instructors/educators and linguists. (A revised version of this book project will be submitted for publication by Nášr-e Dānéšgāhī, Tehran University.) A second revised edition in different format is going to be published in 2014 by IBEX Publishers.
Books
Windows Facing Streets of Cities (Panjerehāī ro-bé Ķīyābān-hā-ye Šahrhā).  
A book of poetry. Publisher: Narangestan, California, Los Angeles 2005 (2nd print fall 2011); 3rd edition with additions by IBEX Publishers, summer 2014.


The Life over Yonder (Zéndégī dár ān so-yé márzhā) A novel. Publisher: IBEX Publishers, Maryland, Bethesda 2013. ISBN: 978-1-58144-091-3
The Persian Language & the Origins of Iranian National Identity (expanded version of doctoral thesis), Publisher: IBEX Publishers, Maryland, Bethesda, 2013, ISBN: 978-1-58814-081-4
Journal Articles

“A Critical Outlook on the Worldview of Sādeq-e Hedāyát in Blind Owl” (Negāhī dīgár be Bof-e Kor-e Sādeq-e Hedāyát.), Nāme-ye Pārsī (Persian literary magazine), Fall, 1997. 
“The Concept and Phenomenon of Ášā in the Zoroastrian Worldview” (Kārkárd-e Ašā dár Andiše-ye Mázādyásnāī bā Gozārī áz Amšāspándān) Irān-shenāsī (Journal of Iranian Studies, Fall, 1998).

Several basically short articles published in seasonal Persian literary magazines pertaining to Persian modern literary issues and debates from early 1990s to 2000.

Review article:  “A ‘démarche’ at The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseine” (Gozārī bár dāstāne Bādbādák-rān, ásár-e Ķāled Hosseine). The Persian Book Review, Vol. XVI, No 48, Fall 2006. 

“Zándiks, Manichean or Mazdakite?” A long article published in two parts in Irān-shenāsī (Journal of Iranian Studies), winter 2010, Vol. XXII, No. 4 and spring 2011, Vol. XXIII, No.1)

Journal Articles (continued) 
“An Inquiry into the Terms of ádáb, ádīb, ádábīyāt in the Perso-Arabic Languages.”

Abridged version presented as: “Adab: an inquiry into the linguistic and cultural roots” at the MESA conference, San Francisco. Persian version of the article printed in Iran, in a literary magazine. A revised English version of this work to be submitted to the Journal of the International Society for Iranian Studies. 
“A Linguistic and Historical Inquiry into the Roots of Persian-Dari” for Iranian Studies. (under review for publication).
A Persian version of this article: “Zábān-e Fārsī-ye Dárī: Jostārī dár Náqš-e Zábān ī-márdomī vá Hovīyát-e Tārīķī-ádábī-ye Īrānī”, submitted Irān-shenāsī (Journal of Iranian Studies).
Current and older Projects 
A book project: Persian Classical Poetry - Interplay Between the Epic and the Mystical:

A decline in form and Transmutation in Content. (over one hundred pages been worked out.)
Jálāl ál-Dīn Mohámmád Bálķī (Rūmī): a Structural Approach to His Gnostic World View in the Másnávī and Dīvān-e Šáms. (a long article that requires expansion and revision)
A book project: The Art of Story Telling and Character Depiction in the Iranian Epic of ‘Book of the Kings’ The Šāhnāmé of Férdowsī. (an on going project) 
Scholarly Presentations

“From Kowdāy-nāmá, the Sassanian Royal Chronicle to the Šāhnāmé Férdowsī -ye Tūsī.”

Faculty/Graduate seminar, Department of Near Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley, Fall 1995. 
“The Process of Translation of the Sasanian Secular Literature in the Second/Ninth Century and the Question of Ibn al-Muqáffá (Rōzbeh)”, Faculty/Graduate seminar, Department of Near Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley, Spring 1996.

I have presented various talks to Persian Student Associations and Iranian literary societies in Persian and English in northern and southern California (1999-2002) and at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (2002-04). Topics explored included Persian language, literature and culture.   
Areas of Interest and Specialization

Persian syntax, morphology, etymology, prosody, and literary stylistics; the genesis of the Persian Dari language and its history; classical and modern Persian poetry, its history and development; Islamic/Persian Sufism; Šāhnāmé (Šāh-nāmáh) of Férdows( (Férdáusī) of Tūs; contemporary/modern Persian fiction literature and literary criticism; Iranian history in general.
Research Interests

Study on the cultural and linguistic aspects of transition from Sāsānian to the Islamic Iran and its impact on literary, linguistic and intellectual developments in the early centuries after the advent of Islam in Iran (dissertation related).  
The history and development of Persian language from Middle to New Persian. 
Critical study on ádáb and Sūfi literature/genre in Persian and related Arabic literature. 
Critical study on structural motifs, aesthetics and poetics in the poetry of ῌāfz-e Šīrāzī.  
*On going reading(s) and research on the Šāhnāmé (Šāh-nāmáh) Férdowsi Tūsī (this is currently a book project titled: The Art of Story Telling and Character Depiction in the Iranian Epic of ‘Book of the Kings’ the Šāhnāmé of Férdowsī.
Languages     

Persian/Dari:  
 
native fluency, and Tajik (in Cyrillic letters)

Middle-Persian (Pahlavī): 
reading knowledge

Ȃzárbāyjānī Turkish: 
near native fluency in speaking & reading competence
Ottoman Turkish: 
reading knowledge

Arabic: 


basic reading knowledge

French:


reading knowledge

Memberships in Professional Activities and Affiliations

The Middle East Association of North America (MESA)
International Society for Iranian Studies (ISIS) 
Center for Iranian Research and Analysis (CIRA)


Historia Iranica (پژوهشگاه عالی تاریخ)

Methodologica Universitas 
Farhang Foundation (www.farhang.org)

Iranian literary group in southern California (Dáftárhā-yé Shánbé)
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