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EDUCATION

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ph.D.
1994
New York University, Institute of Fine Arts

Doctoral exams in Renaissance (North-South exchanges)

Dissertation in Islamic art: “Safavid Palaces at Isfahan; Continuity and Change

(1590-1666)”

M.A.
1985
New York University, Institute of Fine Arts

Renaissance art and architecture

M.A.
1984
American University, Washington DC, Art Department

Italian Renaissance art and American art

B.A.
1979
Tehran University, Tehran, Iran, Faculty of Fine Arts, Graphic Design








EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
        
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Teaching:
2011-2012
Visiting Professor, Institut für Kunstgeschichte, Ludwig-Maximilian

University-Munich

2010-2011
Allianz Visiting Professor, Institut für Kunstgeschichte, Ludwig-Maximilian

University-Munich

Feb-Apr 2011
Visiting Professor, School of Art and Art History, University of South Florida,
Tampa, Florida
2001-2008
Assistant Professor, Department of the History of Art, University of Michigan

2006-2008
Unbudgeted appointment, School of Architecture and Urban Planning, University of Michigan

1997-1999
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Art, Smith College

1988-1997 Lecturer, Department of Fine Arts and Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern

Studies, New York University

1994
Lecturer, Department of Art History, Rutgers University

1992
Lecturer for the exhibition “Al-Andalus,” Department of Education, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City

1990
Lecturer, course on Asian art for docents, Asian Department, Brooklyn


Museum of Art, New York

Senior Program Director, Iran Heritage Foundation in partnership with the International Society for Iranian Studies, The Ninth Biennial Iranian Studies Conference, to be held 1-5 August 2012 in Istanbul, Turkey.








   MUSEUM EXPERIENCE
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Consultancies:
2002-2008
Research Associate (dry appointment), Kelsey Museum of Archaeology,

University of Michigan

2008
Consultant on Persian paintings, Portland Art Museum, Portland, OR

2006
Consultant on preparation of Persian works of art for re-installation of Islamic galleries, Detroit Institute of Art

2005
Consultant on re-installation of Islamic galleries, Detroit Institute of Art

Exhibitions:
2010
Strolling in Isfahan, Sackler Museum, Harvard University, guest curator
2002
Treasures of Islamic Art from UMMA Collections, University of Michigan Museum of Art, with undergraduate students, November 30, 2002-June 1, 2006

1998
Islamic Art from the Permanent Collection, Smith College Museum of Art, with undergraduate students, April 14-May 30, 1998

1989
Persian Drawings in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, co-curated with Marie Lukens 


Swietochowski, Metropolitan Museum of Art, September 13 – December 31, 1989

 




      AWARDS and GRANTS
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2012-13
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for book project “Architectural Cosmopolitanism in the Middle East: Houses of 17th-Century Aleppo and Isfahan”
2011 Spr
Tom and Patricia Kennedy Residential Fellowship, School of Art and Art History, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida
2009-10
Fulbright Regional Researcher-Scholar Grant, for Egypt and Syria

2009

Winner, Middle East Studies Association, Houshang Pourshariati Iranian Studies

Book Award for Isfahan and its Palaces: Statecraft, Shi‘ism and the Architecture

of Conviviality in Early Modern Iran (Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press, 2008)

2008-09
Getty Research Institute, Invited Visiting Scholar, Los Angeles  

2007
Soudavar Foundation book subvention grant (for Isfahan and its Palaces), Geneva, London and New York
2003

Office of the Vice President for Research, book subvention grant (for Slaves of

the Shah), University of Michigan
2003
Soudavar Foundation book subvention grant (for Slaves of the Shah), Geneva, London and New York
2002
Center for the Study of Social Transformations (for Islam/Art/America Initiative), University of Michigan 

2002-06
Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies grants awarded for programming of visiting artists and scholars, University of Michigan

2003-04
Rackham Faculty Summer Grant and Fellowship, University of Michigan

1993-94
Morgan Whitney Fellowship, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

1992

Samuel H. Kress Travel Grant for Research in Iran

1990-91
Morgan Whitney Fellowship, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

1989-90
Richard Ettinghausen Fellowship, Institute of Fine Arts, NYU

1987-89
Hagop Kevorkian Fellowship, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

1986-87
Florence Waterbury Scholarship, Institute of Fine Arts, NYU

1981-83
Graduate Award, Art History Department, The American University

 





       PUBLICATIONS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Books:
Isfahan and its Palaces: Statecraft, Shi‘ism and the Architecture of Conviviality in Early Modern Iran (Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press, 2008). Winner of the 2009 Middle East Studies Association, Houshang Pourshariati Iranian Studies Book Award.

Slaves of the Shah: New Elites of Safavid Iran, co-editor and co-author of the introduction with Kathryn Babayan, Ina Baghdiantz-McCabe, and Massumeh Farhad; sole author of Chapter 4.  (London: I.B. Tauris, 2004).

Persian Drawings in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, with Marie Lukens Swietochowski (New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1989).  Co-author of the Introduction and sole author of catalogue entries 20-36.

Persian edition of Persian Drawings in the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Tarahi-ha-ye Irani dar muoze-ye honar-e Metropolitan, translated by Hossayn Rahmat Samiee, edited by Mohammad Hasan Semsar. Tehran: Entesharat-e Zariran, 1383/2004-05.

Persian kingship and architecture: Strategies of power in Iran from the Achaemenids to the Pahlavis (I. B. Tauris, expected 2013). Co-authored and co-editor with Talinn Grigor. Contains 6 chapters including, co-authored introduction and my chapter “Sacred Sites of Kingship: Spiritual Mapping and the Discourse of Empire in Early Modern Safavid Iran”

Ongoing book manuscript:
Architectural Mnemonics of the Metropole in the Middle East: Houses of 17th-century Aleppo and Isfahan. A transcultural study of domestic architecture and decoration focusing on mercantile networks and cosmopolitan communities in 17th and early 18th centuries, Aleppo, Damascus, Cairo and Isfahan (manuscript in preparation; sought for publication by Ashgate and I. B. Tauris)

Commissioned book manuscript:

Tehran. In series Cities in World History, Polity Books.
Published Articles, Chapters, Entries:
“Architekt und Architektur im persisch geprägten Asien (15.–17. Jahrhundert),” in Der Architekt – Geschichte und Gegenwart eines Berufsstands, edited by W. Nerdinger (Architekturmuseums der TU München, Munich, 2012).
“The Palaces,” Architecture in Islamic Arts. Treasures of the Aga Khan Museum exhibition catalogue, (Geneva, 2012).

“Qavam al-Din Shirazi,” The Great Builders, edited by Kenneth Powell (Thames and Hudson, 2011).
“Voices of Authority: Locating the ‘modern’ in ‘Islamic’ Arts,” Getty Research Journal 3 (2011).

“The Chihil Sutun,” Encyclopaedia of Islam 3 (Brill: Leiden, 2011): 122-124.

“The Safavid Empire of Persia: ‘The Padshah of the Inhabited Quarter of the Globe,’ in The Great Empires of Asia, edited by Jim Masselos (The University of California Press, 2010).

“Thoughts of a Painting; Reza Derakhshani in Retrospective View,” in Reza Derakshani; Selected Works (Geneva: Patrick Cramer Publisher, 2010), pp. 13-19.
“Visual Vestiges of Travel: Persian Windows on European Weaknesses,” Journal of Early Modern History 13 (2009), pp. 1-32.

“Painting as Performance.” Introductory essay for the catalogue of an exhibition of work by Reza Derakhshani, Leila Taghinia-Milani Heller Gallery, New York, January 2009.

“Isfahan xi. Monuments.” Encyclopaedia Iranica 14: 2007, pp. 6-40.

“The Ali Qapu Palace.” Encyclopaedia of Islam, 3rd edition (Brill: Leiden, 2007).

“In the Eye of the Storm: Visualizing the Qajar Axis of Kingship.” In L. Komaroff, ed., Pearls from Water, Rubies from Stone: Studies in Islamic Art in Honor of Priscilla Soucek, pp. 35-54. Artibus Asiae (special volume) LXVI, No. 2: 2006.

“Launching from Isfahan: Slaves and the Construction of the Empire.” In S. Babaie, K. Babayan, I. Baghdiantz-McCabe, and M. Farhad, eds., Slaves of the Shah: New Elites of Safavid Iran, pp. 80-113. London: I.B. Tauris, 2004.

“Building on the Past: The Shaping of Safavid Architecture, 1501-76.” In J. Thompson and S. Canby, eds., Hunt for Paradise: Court Arts of Iran, 1501-76, pp. 20-27. London and New York: The British Museum and The Asia Society, 2003

“Building for the Shah: The Role of Mirza Muhammad Taqi in Safavid Royal Patronage of Architecture.” In S. Canby, ed., Safavid Art and Architecture, pp. 20-27. London: The British Museum, 2002.

“The Sound of the Image/The Image of the Sound: Narrativity in Persian Art of the 17th Century.” In O. Grabar and C. Robinson, eds.,  Islamic Art and Literature, pp. 143-162. Princeton Papers: Interdisciplinary Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (special volume): 2001. 

“The Persian Text” (translation and emendation of the Persian inscriptions in the Morgan Crusader Bible). In D. H. Weiss, ed., The Morgan Crusader Bible, pp. 77-102. Faksimile Verlag Luzern, Luzern, Switzerland and Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, 1999. 

“Masjid-i Shah” [Royal Mosque].”  Da’irat al-ma’arif-i buzurg-i Islami [The Great Islamic Encyclopaedia] 9: 1999, pp. 198-201 [in Persian].

“Epigraphy iv. Safavid and Later Inscriptions,” Encyclopaedia Iranica 8: 1998, pp. 498-504. 

“Paradise Contained; Nature and Culture in Persian Gardens.” The Studio Potter 25, no. 2, June 1997, pp. 10-13.

“Shah Abbas II, the Conquest of Qandahar, the Chihil Sutun, and its Wall Paintings.” Muqarnas 11 (1994), pp. 125-142.

Catalogue entries in Arte Islamico del Museo Metropolitano de Arte de Nueva York, catalogue of the exhibition at the Colegio de San Ildefonso, Mexico City. Metropolitan Museum of Art: New York and Mexico City, 1994, pp. 64, 72, 82, 84, 86, 112, 114, 136, 158, 160, 166, 168, 186, 216, 242, 254, 264, 268.

In Press/Forthcoming and projected Articles and Chapters:
“Frontiers of visual taboo: painted ‘indecencies’ in Isfahan.” In Eros and Sexuality in Islamic Art, edited by Francesca Leoni and Mika Natif (Ashgate, 2012-13).

“Visual Recitations: Neshat’s ‘Persian’ Arts,” essay for exhibition catalogue, mid-career retrospective exhibition of works by Shirin Neshat, Detroit Institute of Art (Detroit, 2012)

“Delicate displays: on a Safavid ceramic bottle at the Museum of the Cairo University,” in Festschrift for Prof. Charles Melville, edited by Firuza Abdullaeva and Robert

Hillenbrand (forthcoming)
“Orientalisms in European Arts,” lead essay for Europäische Geschichte Online/European History Online. 2013
“Isfahan, Istanbul and Delhi; A Comparative Approach,” with Cigdem Kafescioglu
Chapter commissioned for A Companion to Islamic Art and Architecture, edited by Finnbar Barry Flood and Gulru Necipoglu. Projected for 2013
“Historiography of American Scholarship on the Arts of Islamic Iran,” chapter commissioned by the American Institute of Iranian Studies for a memorial volume, projected for end of 2012

“The ‘other’ baroque; European Prints and Urban Views of Isfahan and Istanbul,” essay for a book on print culture to be co-edited with Elisabeth Fraser

“Nadir Shah’s Delhi Loot and the Eighteenth-century Exotics of Empire,” essay in preparation.
“Urban Interventions, Graphic Arts and Persian Painting in the Twentieth century,” essay for a book on art of the 20th century in the Middle East, to be co-edited with Abdallah Kahil and Avinoam Shalem

Reviews:
Review of Layla Diba and Maryam Ekhtiar, eds., Royal Persian Paintings: The Qajar Epoch 1785-1925, in Bibliotheca Orientalis LVIII, No. 1-2, January-April 2001, pp. 284-292.

Review of Stephen P. Blake, Half the World. The Social Architecture of Safavid Isfahan, 1590-1722, in Iranian Studies 33/3-4, 2000, pp. 478-482.

Review of Abolala Soudavar, Art of Persian Courts, in Iranshenasi, Autumn 1995, pp. 620-624 [in Persian]. 

Review of Gülru Necipoglu, Architecture, Ceremonial, and Power: The Topkapi Palace in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries, in the Middle East Studies Association Bulletin, vol. 28, no. 1, July 1994, pp. 122-123.

Review of Oleg Grabar, The Great Mosque of Isfahan, in Iranshenasi, Winter 1993, pp. 45-47.

Review of Johann Christoph Bürgel, The Feather of Simurgh; The “Licit Magic” of the Arts in Medieval Islam, in Iranshenasi, Fall 1993, pp. 27-30.

Review of Lisa Golombek and Donald Wilber, The Timurid Architecture of Iran and Turan, in International Journal of Middle East Studies, vol. 23, no. 2, May 1991, pp. 246-249.

 




     CONFERENCES AND INVITED LECTURES
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oct 2012
“Between the Palace and the City: Practices of Seeing in Safavid Isfahan (17th

Century),” at the colloquium “The Emperor’s House: Palaces from Augustus to the Age of Absolutism,” Pera Museum, Istanbul
Oct 2012
“Edibility of the Beautiful: palate, poetry and the gaze,” in the conference

“Gazing Otherwise: Modalities of Seeing,” at the Kunsthistorisches Institut- Max-Planck-Institut, Florence
Sept 2012
“Powerful Women: Painting and Building in Persianate Culture,” Public lecture, and “In an Isfahan Household,” Gallery Talk, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
Aug 2012
“Iranian Graphic Design and Contemporary Visuality,” organizer and chair of



Workshop, 9th Biennial Conference of the International Society of Iranian Studies, 

Istanbul

Aug 2012
“Urban baroque and European town views of Isfahan and Istanbul,” 9th Biennial Conference of the International Society of Iranian Studies, Istanbul

Mar 2012
“Nadir Shah’s Delhi Loot and the Eighteenth-century Exotics of Empire,” invited


lecture, Bard Graduate Center in the Decorative Arts, New York
Oct 2011
“On orientalisms,” Keynote speech at the symposium Orient und Okzident im
Licht des Anderen, Flaubert-Zentrum, Ludwig-Maximilian University,

Munich
Sept 2011
“Echoes of Isfahan in Aleppo; Transculturation and Mercantile Houses in the
17th-century” at the 7th European Conference of Iranian Studies, Cracow, Poland
July 2011
“(Con)Figuring Sociability: The European Body in Persian Painting (17th c),”



in the conference Corpus fictum: Soziale Imaginationen des Körpers in der

Bildfigur der Frühen Neuzeit, Ludwig-Maximilian University, Munich
May 2011
“The Aleppo Zimmer (Berlin) and Other Lonely Places; Transcultural Networks
and Mercantile Houses in 17th-century Persia and Syria,” Museum of Islamic Art, Pergamonmuseum, Berlin

Feb  2011
“The Problem of History in Contemporary Arts from the Middle East,” in the

Conference Crossing Cultural Spaces:  Islam and the West in the Arts and
Sciences, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN
Nov 2010
“Urban Dramas, Daily Lives: 17th-century Isfahan and Istanbul,” invited lecture,

Symposium “El poder de la imagen: retratos de la ciudad barroca,” Universidad Internacional Menéndez-Pelayo (UIMP) and la Escuela de Barroco Fundación  Focus-Abengoa, Seville, Spain

Nov 2010
“The Aesthetics of Xenophilia; Debating Spirituality and Islam in Contemporary Arts,” in The Other in Near Eastern and Jewish Studies, an Interdisciplinary Symposium of the Allianz Visiting Professors and their Munich Colleagues, Munich, Germany
Sept 2010
“Curators of Ideas: Urban Interventions and the Pursuit of Novelty,” Keynote

address for the panel on contemporary art, the Islamic Arts section of the

Deutsche Orientalisten Conference, Marburg, Germany

June 2010
“Problems of History in Contemporary Arts from the Middle East,” invited to

organize and conduct a lecture-colloquium, The Townhouse Gallery, Cairo
May 2010
“Domestic Architecture and Cosmopolitanism in the Middle East (17th-18th c),” 



Institute of Islamic Art and Architecture, Lebanese American University, Beirut
May 2010
“Houses and Mercantile Networks: From Isfahan to Cairo and Aleppo,” invited

lecture, Supreme Council of Antiquities, Cairo, Egypt

Apr 2010
“Signs of Architectural Personhood in 15th-century Persianate World,” accepted

for a two-part panel entitled “The Visibility of the Architect across Cultures,” at

the Renaissance Society of America Annual Conference, Venice, Italy

Jan 2010         “ʻWhere is the Modern in Post-Modern?’ and other problems in contemporary arts

        from the Middle East,” Invited lecture, American University in Beirut, Beirut,


        Lebanon
Oct 2009
“Voices of Authority: Locating the ‘modern’ in ‘Islamic’ Arts,” Invited lecture, Department of Art History, University of Vienna, Austria

Apr 2009
“Sacred Sites of Kingship: Rethinking the Architectural Plan of Safavid Isfahan,” Invited lecture for exhibition “Shah Abbas: The Remaking of Iran,” British Museum, London, UK

Mar 2009
“Anxious Historiographies of ‘Islamic’ Art,” organizer of workshop, Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles, CA 

Feb 2009
“Of Architecture and Kingship; from the Achaemenids to the Pahlavis,” panel co-chair and co-organizer with Talinn Grigor; College Art Association: Los Angeles, CA

Jan 2009
“Problematizing the Modern in Persian Painting,” Invited lecture, Department of Literature, University of California San Diego, San Diego, CA

Nov 2008
“Persian Vernacular, Wall Decoration and the Architectural Mnemonics of the Metropole.” Scholar seminars, Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles, CA 

Nov 2008
“Persianate Traditions: The City and the Meadow.” Invited lecture in conjunction with the exhibition “Nomadic Legacy – Tent and Textiles of Central Asia and Iran,” at the Mingei International Museum, San Diego, CA

Oct 2008
“Friday Prayer and Millenarian Promises on the Shores of the Caspian Sea,” at the symposium, “Spaces and Visions,” the First Biennial Conference of the Historians of Islamic Art Association, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

July 2008
“Kerman: An Urban Portrait in Commerce and Competition.” Panel organizer and chair. Biennial Conference of the International Society for Iranian Studies, Toronto, Canada

May 2008
“Visual Vestiges of Travel: Persian Windows on European Weaknesses,” at the symposium in conjunction with the exhibition From Rhubarb to Rubies: European Travels to Safavid Iran, 1550-1700. The Houghton Library, the Harvard Map Library and the Harvard Center for Middle Eastern Studies: Cambridge, MA

May 2008
“Transcending the Tangible: Reading Persian Painting,” Invited lecture, Portland Art Museum, Portland, OR

Apr 2008
“Spatial Semantics of Shi‘ism; The Mosque and the Maydan in Isfahan,” at the

symposium “Sacred Sites/Sacred Sights; Architecture, Ethics, and Spiritual Geographies.” School of Architecture, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

Nov 2007
“On Making the Visual ‘Modern’ in Contemporary Iran.” University of Michigan Museum of Art Off/Site in conjunction with the exhibition, Persian Visions: Contemporary Photography from Iran: Ann Arbor MI

April 2004
“‘Eight Paradises’ of de luxe: The Palace of Hasht Bihisht in Isfahan.” Invited lecture, Detroit Institute of Arts: Detroit MI
July 2003
“On Architecture as History.” Invited lecture, Department of History, the



Hauza-Danishgah [Theological School/University] of Qum: Qum

July 2003
“The Mosque of Ganj Ali Khan in Kirman: Shahsevani Loyalty and the Index of



Belonging.” Fourth International Round Table on Safavid Persia, University



of Bamberg: Bamberg

May 2003
“Contemporary Arts of Iran.” Invited lecture, Los Angeles County Museum



of Art: Los Angeles CA

April 2003
“Brotherly Love: The Safavid Household and the Index of Belonging.” Invited



Lecture, Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture lecture series,



Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Cambridge MA

Jan 2003
“Current State of Research on the Art and Architecture of Isfahan.” Invited



lecture, discussant and consultant, the international symposium “Islamic Art in 



Paradise,” Honolulu Academy of Arts and Shangri La, The Doris Duke House:



Honolulu HI

Nov 2002
“Visualizing the Discourse for the Masses: Iranian Art after the Revolution.” Invited paper for “Reading the Image, Performing the Text: A Symposium on

Text- Image Relationship,” Institute of Fine Arts, New York University: New York NY

Nov 2002
“The Conjunction of Identities: The Photographs of Aphrodite Désirée Navab.” 



Invited lecture at the conference “Bicultural Ways of Knowing: Iranian American



Narratives,” Teachers College, Columbia University: New York NY

May 2002
Panel Chair and Discussant, for “Visual Interpretations of Transnational Cultures.” The Fourth Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies: Bethesda MD

March 2002
“The Etiquette of Kingship in Early Modern Iran: (Re)Reading Palaces.” Invited lecture and graduate student workshop at the Institute of Oriental Culture, University of Tokyo, Tokyo

March 2002
“On Building an Empire: The Architectural Patronage of the Elites in Safavid



Iran.” Invited lecture and graduate student workshop at the Institute of Oriental 



Culture: University of Tokyo, Tokyo

Nov 2001
“Considering the Consumer: Persian Painting and its Transformations in the Early



Modern Period.” Invited lecture, University of New Mexico: Albuquerque NM

Nov 1999
“The Adventures of a French Illuminated Manuscript in Safavid Iran,” with Vera 

B. Moreen. Middle East Studies Association: Washington DC

Sept 1999
“Sub-Imperial Patronage and Safavid Architecture: The Case of Kirman.” Fourth 



European Conference of Iranian Studies – Societas Iranologica Europaea,



Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Sorbonne Nouvell-INFALCO-



EPHE: Paris

Sept 1999
“From Safavid to Qajar Iran: Architectural Appropriation and the Patrimonial 



Image.” One of four opening lectures for the conference “The Qajar Epoch:



Art and Architecture.” School of Oriental and African Studies: University



of London, London

Feb 1999
Organizer and Session Chair, “New Perspectives on the Art and Architecture of


Safavid (1501-1722) Iran.” College Art Association: Los Angeles CA

August 1998
“The Houses of Isfahan: Architecture, Patronage, and Social History.” Third 



International Round Table on Safavid Persia: University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh

May 1998
“Safavid Ghulams as Patrons of Architecture.” Second Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies: Bethesda MD

March 1998
“Building for the Shah: The Role of Mirza Muhammad Taqi in Safavid Royal


Patronage of Architecture.” Invited paper for symposium, “Art and Architecture of Safavid Iran.” British Museum: London

March 1997
“Beyond de luxe: Objects of Utility and State Ideology in the Persian Courts of


The 16th and 17th centuries.” Invited lecture at Bard Graduate Center for the Study


of the Decorative Arts: New York NY

Feb 1996
“The Etymology and History of the Talar in Persian Architecture.” North American Historians of Islamic Art in conjunction with the 
College Art Association, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge MA

Jan 1996
“Residential Architecture of Isfahan: Safavid Palaces and the Houses of the 


Armenians.” Invited paper for the symposium “The Marketplace of Identities: Cross-Cultural Themes in 17th Century Isfahan,” jointly sponsored by the Getty Center for the 
History of Art and Humanities, the J. Paul Getty Museum, and the Von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies at UCLA, Santa Monica and Los Angeles CA

Feb 1995
“Safavid and Zand Palaces: Isfahan, Shiraz, Khurasan and the Caspian Region in


The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries.” Invited lecturer and discussant at the


colloquium, “Historical and Cultural Issues of the Post-Safavid and Qajar Periods.” The Brooklyn Museum of Art: New York NY

May 1993
“Symbiosis of Architecture and Polity: Safavid Palaces in the Seventeenth 


Century.” First Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies, Freer Gallery of


Art, Smithsonian Institution: Washington DC

Feb 1990
“Wall Paintings at the Chihil Sutun in Isfahan: A Reassessment of Their Artistic


Context.” College Art Association, New York NY

April 1983
“Caravaggio’s ‘Death of the Virgin’ Reconsidered.” Mid-Atlantic


Symposium in the History of Art, National Gallery of Art, Washington DC

 









COURSES

       -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
City in Film: visual culture and politics of film in the Middle East (Winter 2011), with Avinoam

Shalem
The "other" baroque; Isfahan in the 17th century (Summer 2011)
Modern, Post-Modern and the Marketplace: problems in the historiography of the arts from the
Middle East (Winter 2010)

Saints and Sinners: Islamic Funerary Architecture (Summer 2011)

Cross-cultural perspectives on Persianate arts from the 14th to the 17th centuries (Winter 2010)
Transcending the Tangible: Persian Painting, 14th-17th centuries (Fall 2007)

Icons of Imperial Power: Palaces and Cities in Ottoman Turkey, Safavid Iran and

Mughal India (Winter 2006, Fall 2001)

Mughal India and the Coalescence of Visual Cultures (Winter 2003, Winter 2007)

Safavid Art and Architecture (1501-1722) (Winter 2004)

Norm & Storm: Rebellion in Art (Fall 2007, Winter 2004)

Introduction to the History of Art and Architecture in the Islamic World (Fall 2005, Fall 2003, Fall 2002, Fall 2001)

Visual Cultures of Islam, substantially revised as a 4-credit course to meet Michigan’s Race & Ethnicity requirement (Winter 2008, Fall 2006)

Muslim Kingship: The Palace and the Courtly Arts (Winter 2008, Fall 2005, Fall 2002)

The Arts of Byzantium and the Islamicate World, 6th-12th centuries (Winter 2007) with

            Thelma Thomas

Clashes & Cultures; Interconnected Visual Worlds across Eurasia (Winter 2006, Winter 2003) with Martin Powers; designed to meet Michigan’s Race & Ethnicity requirement 

Funerary Architecture and the Cult of the Dead in the Persianate World (Fall 2006)

Renaissance Architecture, part of World Art Survey (1997-1999)

Survey of Painting: India, China, Japan (Summer 1994)










DISSERTATIONS

       -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Seyed Mohammad Ali Emrani, “The role of gardens and tree-lined streets in the urban
development of Safavid Isfahan (1590-1722); A comparative approach (Paris and
Versailles in the 17th century).” Lehrstuhl für landschaftsarchitektur und öffentlicher
Raum, Institut für Entwerfen Stadt und Landschaft, Technische Universität, Munich,

committee member (2012) 

Afshon Ostovar, “Radical Shi‘ism and the Modern Middle East: Nationalism, Modernity, and the Iranian Revolution.” University of Michigan, Department of History, committee member (2009)

Min Yong Cho, “How Land Came into the Picture: Rendering History in Fourteenth-Century Iran.” University of Michigan, Department of the History of Art, supervisor and chair of the committee (2008) 

Diana Ng, “The Manipulation of Memory in the Public Buildings and Decorative Programs in Roman Asia Minor,” Interdepartmental Program in Classical Art and Archaeology, University of Michigan, committee member (2007)

Amy Landau, “Farangi-Sazi at Isfahan: The Court Painter Muhammad Zaman, The Armenians of New Julfa and Shah Sulayman (1666-1694),” University of Oxford, The Oriental Institute; co-advisor with Dr. Julian Raby (2007)

Talinn Grigor, “Cultivating an ‘Anxious’ Modernity: The Society for National Heritage and Public Architecture in 20th-century Iran.” Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Program in Architecture and Theory, external examiner and committee member (2004)

Susan Lee, “The Sôôji Screens and the Teinai Yûrakuzu,” University of Michigan, Department of the History of Art, committee member (2002)

       PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

       -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department of the History of Art, University of Michigan:
Committees: Graduate Committee, Undergraduate advising, Freer Committee

Special Events
Oct 2006
Organized public lecture and class visit by Dr. Lisa Golombek, Royal Ontario Museum and University of Toronto

Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies (CMENAS), University of Michigan:
2007
Teacher training seminar; interviews with local news media; for the exhibition, Persian Visions: Contemporary Photography from Iran, UMMA Off/Site, Sept 29-Dec 30, 2007


Organized and hosted seminar attendance (in Norm and Storm) and public lectures by Prof. Talinn Grigor (Florida State University) on modern and contemporary architecture of Iran, and by Sholeh Wolpe (poet and independent scholar) on Forough Farrokhzad

2006
Member of the planning committee for “Changing Face of Persian Society,” a year-long cultural and scholarly programming effort for 2007

2004
Organized lectures, concerts, presentations, and multiple workshops at various academic and community venues for Title VI funding from Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies at the University of Michigan Museum of Art and the Ann Arbor Public Library:

Nusra Qureshi (Pakistan), visual artist

Reza Derakshani (Iran), musician and visual artist

2002

Facilitated CMENAS and UMMA sponsorship of Islamic art installation 

Consulted on CMENAS Title VI request for outreach programming

2001
Persian Initiative Committee. Raised funds from University and external sources for revival of Persian language teaching at the Department of Near Eastern Studies. Funding for a six-year period which began Fall 2002

International Institute, University of Michigan:
2002-07
Founding member, Islam/Art/America Initiative, a six-year University-wide 

interdisciplinary project to study the contemporary representations of Islam. In the planning phase, it sought partnerships with colleagues across university campuses and cultural institutions in the United States (e.g., the Ford Foundation). 
University of Michigan Museum of Art:

2008
Interviewed for informational video installation on calligraphy to be incorporated into the gallery displays in the new UMMA building

2007
Exhibition lecture for Persian Visions: Contemporary Photography from Iran,
University of Michigan Museum of Art Off/Site
2002
Lecture on the University of Michigan Museum of Art exhibition, Treasures of Islamic Art from UMMA Collections, to Muslim Students Association, University of Michigan, Dearborn 

2002
Interviews on the University of Michigan Museum of Art exhibition, Treasures of Islamic Art from UMMA Collections: in The Ann Arbor News (11/1) and The Detroit Free Press (12/16/02). Excerpts were published in an article commemorating the anniversary of September 11.

2002

Consulted on the exhibition at the UMMA of works by the contemporary Syrian

artist Khaled al-Saai

Other Institutions
2011-12
Member, Conference Special Program Committee, International Society of 

Iranian Studies, Conference to take place in Istanbul, August 2012

2009-present
Member, International Advisory Board, Art History
2009-10
Member, Conference Program Committee, International Society of Iranian

Studies, Conference to take place in Los Angeles, May 2010

2003-present
Secretary and trustee-at-large, American Institute of Iranian Studies

2003-present
Board member, Center for Iranian Modern Arts, Inc.
2001-2008
Trustee of the American Institute of Iranian Studies, representing University 


of Michigan
2008-present
Trustee-at-large, American Institute of Iranian Studies

2006-2008
Member, Board of Directors, Asian and Islamic Art Forum, Detroit Institute of Art

2001-2007
Member, Editorial Board, Ars Orientalis (a peer-reviewed journal jointly published by the University of Michigan and the Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution)

1999-01
Secretary and Treasurer, Historians of Islamic Art

Pre-publication Article Reviews:

Journal of the International Society for Iranian Studies (2008, 2009, 2011)
Muqarnas (2007, 2009, 2011)
Ars Orientalis (2001-2009)
Feminist Studies (2011)

RIHA Journal (International Association of Research Institutes in the History of Art) (2011)

Book Manuscript Evaluations:

UCLA Asia Institute, book on encounters in world architecture
Princeton University Press, book on architecture and poetry

Royal Ontario Museum Publications, book on Safavid ceramic production

Brill, book on performance in Safavid Persia

Consultant for article on Isfahan for the Smithsonian Magazine, February 2009

Member, Selection Committee, Seminars on Contemporary arts of the Middle East, Townhouse

Gallery, Cairo, Egypt

Evaluation of promotion dossier for colleagues

Professional Affiliations
American Institute of Iranian Studies

College Art Association

Historians of Islamic Art Association

Middle East Studies Association

Society of Architectural Historians

Renaissance Society of America

Research Languages
Persian (native speaker)

English (native fluency)

Arabic (good reading knowledge, basic speaking)

French (good reading knowledge, basic speaking)

German (good reading knowledge, basic speaking)

Italian (good reading knowledge, basic speaking)
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