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Anne Démy-Geroe

Anne Démy-Geroe is a scholar of Asian cinema, specializing in Iranian Cinema.* 

She was the inaugural Artistic Director and then Executive Director of the Brisbane International Film Festival, 1991 to 2010. Over eighteen festivals she steered the festival to a position of national acclaim and an international presence. In particular, the festival was noted for its Asian Pacific Focus and its retrospective programmes.
In 2010 she began a PhD on Iranian cinema. She has continued curating for other festivals and has just established the Iranian Film Festival Australia.
Her work in the film industry began at the State Library of Queensland in 1988 with the development of a film collection and programme, which incorporated the National Film and Sound Archive Brisbane access office.  In 1991 she was invited to work on the establishment of the Brisbane International Film Festival, as detailed above. 

Anne has worked on numerous special film events, festivals and conferences including the annual Queensland New Filmmakers Awards, silent and regional film festivals. She has been a judge on the prestigious Queensland Premiers Literary Awards, a past Council Member of the National Film and Sound Archive and currently serves on the Nominations Council for the Asia Pacific Screen Awards. She has served on international juries from Hawaii to Tehran. She is a board member of NETPAC, the Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema. In 2003 Anne was awarded an Australian Centenary Medal for services to the film industry.

Anne has a Bachelor of Arts with honours in Art History from the University of Queensland and a Post-graduate Diploma in Library Science. For a Masters of Business (Film and Television) QUT, she received a Deans Medal with her thesis on British film director, Peter Greenaway. She is currently working on a PhD.
In her spare time Anne enjoys travelling, reading, playing the shakuhachi and watching the odd film!
· The Iranian Connection.

In 2002 after 9/11, I presented a 25 film season on contemporary Middle Eastern cinema, focusing on Iranian cinema at the Brisbane International Film Festival. The intention was to present an apolitical view of daily life – a kind of plea for tolerance.  As part of my research I attended the Fajr Film Festival in Tehran. I have been privileged to attend the Fajr Festival as a guest annually between 2002 and 2011, twice as a jury member. In 2011 I was a jury member at Roshd Film Festival. This has given me the opportunity to meet many filmmakers as well as other members of the industry and has given me unique insight into both the films and the industry.
Aside from presenting a many Iranian films and filmmakers at BIFF, I have curated several special events over the years including a retrospective “Representations of Women in Iranian and Turkish Cinema.” 

In June 2011 I curated a tribute to Jafar Panahi and Mohammad Rasoulof at the Sydney Film Festival.
In August 2011 a young Iranian/Australian filmmaker and I established the first Iranian Film Festival Australia, which ran very successfully in three Australian capital cities, and will be expanded in 2012.

In 2010 I embarked on a PhD in Iranian cinema, my topic covering both film as text and the industry.

I have been active in the Australian media and in participating in seminars and discussions about and the Iranian cinema and its relation to politics. 

                  Recent and Forthcoming Papers on Iranian Cinema: 
Seducing an Audience: a case study on the politics of establishing (yet another) Transnational Film Festival in Australia. Brisbane August 2011

A Contradictory Story - Islamism versus ‘Social Issues’ : the Politics of Contemporary Filmmaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Melbourne September 2011.

Persian or Islamic? Depictions of Love in Contemporary Iranian Cinema. Melbourne March 2012.
Professional History
Current - 2010 – 

Doctoral Candidate - University of Queensland
Working title Seducing the West? The relationship between intended market and content in films made in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Lecturer – Asia Pacific Cinema – Griffith Film School
Curating – 

· ‘Free Panahi and Rasoulof’ a retrospective at the Sydney Film Festival June 2011

· Australian Indigenous Images – International film Festival of India 2010

Established and joint directing the Iranian Film Festival Australia www.iffa.net.au running in three Australian capital cities in its first year.
Asia Pacific Screen Awards Nominations Council member 

1991 – 2010

Executive Director, Brisbane International Film Festival 2007 - April 2010

Inaugural Artistic Director, Brisbane International Film Festival 1991 – 2006

Included
Presentation of the annual Brisbane International Film Festival; Cine Sparks, the Australian Film Festival for Young People and the Queensland New Filmmakers Awards;
Touring and regional activities

Responsible for the programming, the funding, sponsorship, publicity, marketing and administration.

During my period as inaugural Artistic Director, BIFF established itself internationally with a specialisation in Asia Pacific cinema and retrospectives.

In the three years that I was been the Executive Director :
· the Festival was turned around to make a profit

· staffing and administration was stabilized

· sponsorship was increased by 140%

whilst maintaining the Festival’s strong critical profile for programming

1990 

Project Co-ordinator Pacific Film and Television Commission

Researched and wrote the proposal for the establishment of the Pacific Film
and Television Commission

1988, 1990

inaugural Senior Audiovisual Librarian – State Library of Queensland

Establishment and development of the Audiovisual, providing services to both the general public and the film and television industry, and a repertory screening and seminar programme with annual attendances of 8,500.

1989

Arts Librarian – State Library of Queensland

Responsible for the running of the Rare Books and special collections, James Hardy library of Australian Fine Art, collection development, inhouse and regional exhibition programme

Educational Qualifications

· Master of Business (Media and Journalism) Queensland University of Technology 1997 – thesis on Peter Greenaway

Dean’s Award for Excellence

· Honours in Art History class IIA University of Queensland 1990

· Graduate Diploma of Library Science Queensland University of Technology 1984

· Bachelor of Arts University of Queensland 1983

· Queensland Senior St Aidan’s CEGS 1974

Selected Professional Activities, Interests, Other

· Rotary Exchange student, Germany 1975

· Council Member, National Film and Sound Archive, 1998 - 2001 

· Australian Centenary Medal for Services to the Film Industry 2003

· Netpac Board Member (Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema) 
· Academy of the Asia Pacific Screen Awards inaugural member 2008 +

· Asia Pacific Screen Awards Nominations Council 2007+

· Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards (Scripwriting) judge 2001 - 2010
· Who’s Who in Australia listing

Many national and international film juries, inc. AFI Longford Award 2001; Tehran Spiritual Jury 2007; Kerala best Indian first feature 2008; Netpac juries  Hawaii, 2005, Philippines 2004; International Film Festival of India Short Film Award 2008, Karlovy Vary 2011
Languages – written and spoken German; basic French and Italian

Strong interest in music and the visual arts

