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Rowena Binti Abdul Razak          	 	Email: rowena.razak@googlemail.com 

Education

DPhil in Oriental Studies, University of Oxford | January 2012 – November 2021 
· Thesis title: ‘British policy in Iran: the role of the Tudeh Party, 1941–1946’
· Awarded the Hadid Scholarship in 2015 

MA in Middle East and Mediterranean Studies, King’s College London | September 2010–September 2011
· Dissertation title: ‘British response to nationalism in Bahrain, 1956–1963’ 
· Grade: Distinction 

BA in History (Hons), School of Oriental and African Studies | September 2007–June 2010 
· Specialised in Middle Eastern history with a year of Arabic 
· Grade: 2:1 

Accredited courses 
· Islamic Art and Architecture, Department of Continuing Education, University of Oxford | 2021 
· Associate Fellow, Higher Education Academy | 2019 
· Dataset competency (Microsoft Access), Institute of Historical Research | 2017 

Relevant Employment 

SOAS University of London, School of History, Religions and Philosophies 
Lecturer in the History of the Middle East and Africa | September 2025 – Present 
· Teaching undergraduates and postgraduates 19th century Middle Eastern history with a special focus on the Red Sea. 

Muzium Pahang
Historical Consultant | January 2025–Present
· Assisting and conducting research towards the opening of a maritime museum in Pahang, Malaysia 

Queen Mary University of London, School of History
Lecturer in Cold War History | September 2023–December 2024
· Course convenor and undergraduate dissertation supervisor on the history of the global Cold War
· Undergraduate tutor for joint honours degrees (History & Politics and History & International Relations) 
· Seminar leader for classes on 20th Century American History, London and its museums

London School of Economics & Political Science, Department of International History 
Guest Teacher | November 2021–June 2023 | September 2018–June 2019 | September 2014–June 2015
· Seminar leader for classes on the 20th century history of the extra-European world and the global Cold War
· Taught a Master’s course on the history and politics of Iran and the Persian Gulf
· Awarded a commendation for teaching and nominated for inspirational and innovative teaching in 2021/22. Received the LSE Student Union Teacher Award in 2018/19

University of Oxford, Faculty of Oriental Studies 
Graduate Teaching Assistant | March–July 2016
· Designed and taught an undergraduate unit on modern Iranian history

Publications 

Book project 
Britain, the Iranian Left, and the Creation of the Cold War. Preparing a full manuscript for review. Manuscript to be ready by August 2025  

Book chapters 
““A satellite state or independent nation”: How Britain and Iran envisioned sovereignty during the occupation years, 1941–1946”” | Iran and Sovereignty, edited by Shabnam Holliday | Edinburgh University Press (expected winter 2025) 

“Consistency through instability: Malaysian–Iranian relations” | Iran Looks East: New Perspectives on Iranian Foreign Policy, edited by Mehran Kamrava | Cornell University Press (expected winter 2025) 

“Convenient comrades: reassessing the early relationship between the Hizb-i Tudeh and the Soviet Union during the British–Soviet occupation of Iran, 1941–1945.” | Russians in Iran: Diplomacy and power in the Qajar era and beyond (Edited book) | IB Tauris, January 2018 

Journal articles 
“Control and the World Federation of Trade Union: Location British imperialism in labour politics in Iran and Malaya” | Part of special issue on the World Federation of Trade Unions | International Review of Social History (expected 2026 but online release in winter 2025) 

“Resource imperialism and resistance: Labour, security and social reproduction after Iranian oil nationalization.” Co-written with Mattin Biglari | Journal of Energy History Special Issue, ‘Hydrocarbons and societies: histories of labour, social relations, and industrial culture in the oil and gas industry’ | June 2022

“Activism in Isolation: the Tudeh Party in British Left discourse during the long 1980s” | International Labour & Working Class History | May 2022  

“Oil heritage in Iran and Malaysia: the future energy legacy in the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean.” Co-written with Asma Mehan | New Metropolitan Perspectives | May 2022 

“Oil, labour and empire: Abadan in WWII occupied Iran.” Co-written with Rasmus Elling | British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies | July 2021 

“The British, the Tudeh party and the 1947 World Federation of Trade Unions’ Visit: battle for labor reform in Iran.” | Labor History | April 2019 

“When guns are not enough: Britain’s response to nationalism in Bahrain, 1958 – 1963” | Journal of Arabian Studies | July 2017 

“”But what would they think of us?” Propaganda and the manipulation of the Anglo–Soviet occupation, 1941 – 1946”| Iranian Studies | September 2016 

Professional memberships 

Fellow, Royal Historical Society 
Member, Association for Iranian Studies
Member, Association of Southeast Asian Studies

Selected media appearances

Gaza War 2025 | Astro Awani, Awani International 
Iran–Israel conflict 2023–25 | BBC World News; BBC Radio 5 Live; The i Paper; Astro Awani 
Iran protests 2022 | BBC World News; BBC Radio 5 Live Breakfast; BBC Radio 5 Live Drive; BBC Radio Scotland; BBC Radio 4 Evening Extra; BBC Radio 4 Woman’s Hour
British–Iranian relations after the release of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 2021 | BBC Radio Scotland; BBC Radio Wales; BBC Radio 5 Live; BBC World Business Report. 

Language skills

Malay, English, Persian, French  
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