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The power and mobility of leading Qajar families

This paper will challenge the generally-held view

‘that systems of social stratification in the Middle

East in general and in Iran in particular have been
closed, static, and ascriptive. This conventional
view assumes that a small group of tightly-knit and
interrelated families have had the adaptive capaci-
tites to weather such vicissitudes as changing
monarchs, modernization, and threats from socially-
mobile individuals outside this closed boundary.

In the present paper, I will attempt to show, by
examining the histories of three families, that for
Qajar Iran at least, the stratification system was
open, achievement-oriented and fast changing in
terms of individuals and famllles at the top.

Family structure of the ruling 19th century
Bakhtiyarl Khans

This paper is based largely on materials found in
BakhtiyarI family libraries, and the geneologies
presented in the paper are drawn from these sources
and elaborated on by informants. The basic purpose
of this paper is descriptive in order to provide
social historians with data that have been relatively
inaccessible. 1In addition to the description of these
geneologies, identification and analysis of them will
be made. Tentative conclusions would indicate that
marriages were arranged for the purpose of strength-
ening family ties and mitigating uncle-nephew rivalry,
broadening the base of power outside the family but
within the Bakhtiyari, and providing contacts and
support with other tribes and especially with the
ruling Qajars. In addition factors of power and
status will be discussed, especially inheritance and
the status of wives/mothers. The problems posed for
those wielding power and the very nature of the sources
used for analysis would suggest that Bakhtiyarl
family structure and marriage patterns would appro-
ximate more those of other elite Iranian families
rather than non-chiefly Bakhtiy3ri families.

Energy-intensive industrialization in Iran

Energy~intensive industrialization offers modest

hopes for Iran and other Gulf states. Flared gas and
capital surpluses notwithstanding, such projects -
from refineries to steel complexes - promise only

long pay-out periods. Gas exports or gas-based
industrial goods compete with crude o0il exports and
reduce revenues over 10-20 year periods. In Iran gas
for export competes with needs for pressure maintenance
to sustain 0il exports, further impairing prospects
for extensive industrial explointation.
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NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS

Three members of the Council (Amin Banani, James A. Bill, Gene R. M%
Garthwaite) will end their terms in January 1976. Members of the Society
are to fill these vacancies (for three-year terms) from among the member-
ship at large. Nominations will be made at the Annual Business Meeting.
Those who cannot attend the Annual Meeting may send their nominations by
mail to the Council via the office of the Secretary. The Council will
subsequently hand over these nominations to the "election committee" to

be selected at the Annual Meeting. This committee will then conduct the
election of the three officers by mail.

FARHANG VA ZINDIGI

Mr. Ahmad Mirala'i, editor of Farhang va Zindigi and co-editor of the
literary section of Ayandigan-i Adabl Invites articles in either English
or Persian (the translation to Persian will be made in Tehran) on literary
theory, contemporary literature, etc. Potential contributors may contact
Mr. Mirala'i at: 300 Iranshahr Avenue, Tehran, Iran.

EDEBIYAT

Edebiyat, a Journal of Middle Eastern Literatures, will soon be published.
For more information write to: Professor William C. Hanaway, Jr., Editor,
at the Middle East Center, University of Pennsylvania, 838 Williams Hallmw
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19174.

IRAN CENTER, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

The Iran Center of Columbia University has scheduled a series of lectures
on Iranian culture for the 1975-1976 academic year. These include
programs on Persian lyric poetry, music,art, and dance. For more infor-
mation write to Professor Dale Bishop, Iran Center, Columbia University,
604 Kent Hall, New York, New York 10027.

POPULATION COUNCIL

The Population Council has recently issued Iran: Country Prospects
prepared by Mr. Joel Montague and others. For more information write to
Mr. Montague at the Population Council, 245 Park Avenue, New York, New
York 10017.

ASIA SOCIETY

The Asia Society has added Iran to its Councils. The Iran Council will
undertake a number of projects concerning various aspects of Iranian
society. For more information write to Ms. Mary Ann Siegfried, The Asia
Society, 112 East 64th Street, New York, New York 10021.



AFGHANISTAN JOURNAL

The Center for Afghanistan Studies of the University of Nebraska at
Omaha has been requested to serve as the American subscrlptlon agent for
the Afghanistan Journal, which is edited by Dr. Karl Gratzl in Graz,
Austria. For more information write to Professor Thomas Gouttierre,
Center for Afghanistan Studies, Unlver51ty of Nebraska at Omaha, Box 688,
Omaha, Nebraska 68101.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

Ludwig W. Adamec has received a grant from the Social Science Research
Council (SSRC) and the American Council of Learned Societies
(ACCS) for research in Afghanistan on its foreign policy toward
the United States.

Shahrokh Akhavi is in Iran conducting research on Islam and social
change.

Iraj Bashiri has published Hedayat's Ivory Tower: Structural Analysis of
the Blind Owl, Minneapolis: Manor House, 1974.

Richard W. Bulliet has received a grant from SSRC-ACLS for research on
the rate of conversion to Islam of the people of the Middle
East after the initial Arabic conquests.

Paul W. English has received a grant from SSRC-ACLS for research on
Isfahan as a city within a system of cities.

Massud Farzan will be a visiting professor of English and American
Literature and Language at Harvard University for the academic
year 1975-1976.

Michael Fischer is in Iran conducting research on Islam and social
change.

Michael C. Hillman has received a grant from SSRC-ACLS for a critical
review and appraisal of the work of Jalal Al-e Ahmad.

John Lorentz has received a Fulbright-Hays grant for research in the
impact of the West on Iran through educational channels.

Peter Poullada will be in Mashhad for the next two years teaching
English

Kazem Tehrani is teaching Persian in the Department of Foreign Languages
at Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Roger Savory has been nominated for the position of president-elect of
the Middle East Studies Association.

A. Reza Sheikholeslami has received a grant from SSRC-ACLS for research
on the role of local semi-autonomous notables in the taxation
system of Qajar Iran, 1871-1896.
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